OF SOUTH CAROLINA

Section 7470-All municipal corporations containing more than
five thousand inhabitants shall have power to impose by ordinance
published at least ten days, setting forth the amount levied for the
several purposes, for which the levy may be made, an annual tax
in such amount as in the discretion of the said municipal corporation
may be necessary for corporate purposes, on all real estate lying
within the corporate limits of said city or town, and all personal
property within the same, including bonds and stocks of banks and
insurance companies and other corporations, the real estate of
churches and school associations from which such churches and
school associations draw a revenue or which are intended to be rented
out for such purposes, except such as is exempt from taxation under
the Constitution and laws of this State. Such tax shall be levied by
the town authorities on the property within the corporate limits as
assessed for taxation for county and State purposes. The said council
shall also have power to provide for the payment of a penalty not
exceeding fifteen (15%) per cent of the taxes so levied for non-
payment of the said taxes when due, payable when the said taxes be-
come delinquent; and the taxes so levied and also the penalty, shall
constitute a lien upon the property upon which the said tax is levied
until paid, paramount to all other liens except the lien for county
and State taxes; and for the purpose of collecting the same, the
said city or town council shall have the power to enforce the pay-
ment of all such taxes and penalties levied and provided for, under
the authority of this Article against the property of defaulters, to
the same extent and substantially in the same manner, as is pro-
vided by law for the collection of State and county taxes and pen-
alties, except that executions to enforce the payment of the said
taxes and penalties due the said city or town shall be issued under
the seal of the corporation by the clerk thereof, and directed to the
chief of police, or any other officer designated by the city or town
council for that purpose; and except, further, that all sales under
and by virtue of such executions shall take place in front of the city
or town hall or other pubilc place designated by ordinance in such
city or town. The said clerk and the said chief of police, or other
officers so designated as aforesaid, shall be allowed the same fees
and costs in the enforcement of such executions and for sale there-
under as are allowed, respectively, to the county treasurer and
sheriff, which fees and costs shall be enforceable and collectible in
the same manner as fees and costs under county and State tax exe-
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